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1 . (amended) In a network, a method, comprising the steps of: 

receiving a user request to access information regarding a semantic value 

associated wi th a hyperlink at a redirection facility, said redirection facility being an 

intermediary (performing redirection of said request and having more than one 

possible targit profile for each request; 

identifying a user preference regarding which service provider to use to 

service the request; and 

direct ing the request from the redirection facility to a user for forwarding to a 

service provi ler for servicing of the request, said request modified based on the user 

preference. , 



6. (amended) In an environment having a redirection facility, a method, comprising 
the steps of: 

receiving a user request to access information regarding a semantic value 
associated with ^'hyperlink at the redirection facility; 

identifyir Lg a user preference regarding which service provider to use to 
service the reqi^je st; 

directing the request from the redirection facility to the user for forwarding to 
a service provider for servicing of the request, said request modified based on the user 
preference; 



identifyjhg a second service provider to use to service the request and 
directing the request from the redirection facility to the user to for forwarding to the 
second service f rovider for servicing of the request when the service provider fails to 
request, and 

\ ig the service provider that failed to fully service the request at the 
ty before the direction of the request to the user for forwarding to the 



fully service thd 
identify! 
redirection facil 
second service | rovider. 



9. (amended) In" an electronic device, a method, comprising the steps of: 

redpiving user information regarding a user and link information regarding a 
hyperlink io be resolved to a resource in response to the user selecting the hyperlink, 
said user information received at a redirection facility, said redirection facility being 
an intermediary performing redirection of said request and having more than one 
possible tamet profile for each request; 

identifying a resolution service to employ to resolve the hyperlink based on 
the user information; and 
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forwardit g at least some of the link information via said requesting user to the 
identified resolu^on service for resolution of the hyperlink. 



17. (amended) In da electronic device, a method, comprising the steps of: 

receiving uier information regarding a user and link information regarding a 
hyperlink to be resolved to a resource in response to the user selecting the hyperlink; 

identifying a resolution service to employ to resolve the hyperlink based on 
the user information^ 

forwarding ajb least some of the link information via the user to the identified 
resolution service fom resolution of the hyperlink. 

identifying a |econd resolution service to employ to resolve the hyperlink and 
forwarding at least some of the link information via the user to the second resolution 
service for resolution of the hyperlink where the resolution service fails to return 
content to the user, anal 



identifying the resolutic 
forwarding step. 



service that failed to return content to the user before the 



1 9. (amendedMn a network, a medium holding computer-executables steps for a 
method, said nfethod comprising the steps of: 

receiviij g a user request to access information regarding a semantic value 
associated witlj a hyperlink at a redirection server, said redirection server being an^ 
intermediary performing redirection of said request and having more than one 
possible target profile for each request; v 
identify: ng a user preference regarding how to service the request; and 
directing the request from the redirection server via the user to a service 
provider for servicing the request based on the user preference. 



22. (amended) In a network, a medium holding computer-executable steps for a 
method, saidthethod comprising the steps of: 

receiving user information regarding a user and link information regarding a 
hyperlink to qp resolved to a resource in response to the user selecting the hyperlink, 
said user infomnation received with a redirection facility, said redirection facility 
being an intermediary performing redirection of said request and having more than 
one possible U rget profile for each request; 

identifying a resolution service to employ to resolve the hyperlink based on 
the user inforn ation; and 

forwarding at least some of the link information to the user for forwarding to 
the identified rd^olution service for resolution of the hyperlink. 
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25. (twice amend sd) A computer-readable medium for use in a computer system and 
holding computet -executable instructions for performing a method, comprising the 
steps of: 

receiving;] a request for a resource, said request originating from a user 
selecting a hyperfink and said request being modified and redirected to the computer 
system via the usf r by an intermediary, said intermediary having more than one 
possible target profile for each request having information used to resolve the 
hyperlink; 1 

translatingpie request into a format that is acceptable to the computer system; 
and *\ 

servicing the request as translated by returning a resource to the user. 




27. (amended) In an environment having a redirection facility for redirecting a 
selected reques t from a requestor for a given resource to a service provider, a method 
of advertising, comprising: 

receivir g the selected request at the redirection facility, said redirection 
facility being a i intermediary having more than one possible target profile having 
information us* d to resolve each request; 

examining a criterion at the redirection facility; 

determi ling whether to present an advertisement to the requestor based on the 

T 



examined criterion. 



